
The Best Martin Custom Guitars: Our Top Picks for
Customization and Quality

Martin Custom Guitars are highly coveted instruments known for their exceptional
craftsmanship and customization options. Founded in 1833, C.F. Martin & Company has been
producing high-quality guitars for nearly two centuries, with their custom line standing out as
some of the most unique and sought-after instruments in the market.

Due to the intricacy and personalization involved in creating custom guitars, Martin Custom
Guitars often have a longer lead time than their standard line of guitars. However, many
musicians find that the wait is well worth it for the level of customization and attention to detail
that goes into creating these instruments.

Whether you're a professional musician or an avid guitar enthusiast, choosing the right custom
guitar is essential for achieving the sound and feel that you're looking for. In this guide, we'll
explore what makes Martin Custom Guitars unique, the top models available in the market,
and the factors to consider when selecting a Martin Custom Guitar that meets your needs.

What Makes Martin Custom Guitars Unique

Martin Custom Guitars are known for their unique features and high-quality construction. These
guitars are made with the finest materials and crafted with meticulous attention to detail, making
them a popular choice for musicians who demand the best in sound and playability.

One of the unique features of Martin Custom Guitars is the level of customization available. With
Martin Custom Guitars, players can choose from a variety of options such as the type of wood
used for the body, the type of inlays used for the fretboard, and the type of hardware used for
the bridge and tuners. This level of customization allows players to create a guitar that is truly
unique and tailored to their specific needs and preferences.

Another factor that makes Martin Custom Guitars unique is the attention to detail in their
construction. Martin Custom Guitars are built by highly skilled craftsmen who have years of
experience in creating top-quality instruments. The construction process involves carefully
selecting the finest materials and utilizing advanced techniques to ensure the guitar's sound and
playability are of the highest quality.

In addition, Martin Custom Guitars are known for their exceptional sound quality. The
combination of high-quality materials, expert craftsmanship, and customization options results in
a guitar that produces a rich, warm tone with exceptional clarity and resonance. This makes
Martin Custom Guitars a popular choice for professional musicians who need a guitar that can
deliver a powerful and dynamic sound both on stage and in the studio.

Overall, the unique features and exceptional quality of Martin Custom Guitars make them a
highly sought-after instrument in the market. Whether you're a professional musician looking for
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the best in sound and playability or an enthusiast who appreciates the finer details of a custom
instrument, a Martin Custom Guitar is sure to impress.

Top Martin Custom Guitar Models

Martin Custom Guitars are available in a wide range of models, each with its unique sound and
features. Below are the top Martin Custom Guitar models in the market:

1. Martin D-45 Custom

The Martin D-45 Custom is one of the most sought-after custom guitars in the market, with a
reputation for its luxurious design and exquisite sound. This guitar features premium tonewoods,
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including Sitka spruce for the top, and East Indian rosewood for the back and sides. It also has
elaborate pearl inlays on the fretboard, headstock, and body, making it a true work of art.

2. Martin D-28 Custom

The Martin D-28 Custom is another popular model in the Martin Custom Guitar line-up. It is
known for its balanced tone, strong projection, and excellent playability. This guitar features a
solid Sitka spruce top, Indian rosewood back and sides, and a low profile neck with an ebony
fingerboard. It also has a unique herringbone binding on the top, adding to its overall beauty.

3. Martin 00-18 Custom

The Martin 00-18 Custom is a smaller-bodied guitar that delivers a warm and balanced sound.
This guitar features a solid Sitka spruce top, mahogany back and sides, and a modified low oval
neck with an ebony fingerboard. It also has a tortoise binding on the top, giving it a classic look.

4. Martin D-35 Custom

The Martin D-35 Custom is a dreadnought-shaped guitar with a three-piece back and a unique
bracing pattern. This guitar features a solid Sitka spruce top, East Indian rosewood back and
sides, and a low profile neck with an ebony fingerboard. It also has a distinctive diamond and
square pattern inlaid on the top, adding to its visual appeal.

5. Martin OM Custom

The Martin OM Custom is an orchestra model guitar that is highly versatile and suited for a wide
range of playing styles. This guitar features a solid Sitka spruce top, Indian rosewood back and
sides, and a modified low oval neck with an ebony fingerboard. It also has a sleek and
minimalist design, making it an ideal choice for both stage and studio use.

Overall, Martin Custom Guitars offer a wide range of options for guitar enthusiasts looking for a
guitar with unique features and a superior sound. Whether you are looking for a high-end model
for professional use or a custom-made guitar that suits your individual preferences, Martin
Custom Guitars have something to offer.

Customization Options for Martin Custom Guitars

Martin Custom Guitars are known for their extensive range of customization options that allow
guitar enthusiasts to create their dream guitar. From selecting the right wood type to adding
custom inlays and hardware, Martin Custom Guitars offer a wide variety of options to choose
from.

1. Wood Selection: The type of wood used for the guitar's body and neck can significantly
impact its tone and overall sound quality. Martin Custom Guitars offer a range of wood
types to choose from, including spruce, mahogany, rosewood, and maple. Each wood
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type has its unique tonal characteristics, and selecting the right wood can help create
the perfect sound for your playing style.

2. Inlays: Martin Custom Guitars also offer a range of inlay options for adding a personal
touch to the guitar's design. From simple dot inlays to intricate designs, there are
numerous options to choose from. Inlays can be made from a variety of materials,
including mother of pearl, abalone, and wood.

3. Hardware: The type of hardware used for the guitar's bridge, tuners, and other
components can also impact its tone and playability. Martin Custom Guitars offer a
range of hardware options, including gold, chrome, and black hardware. Each option
has its unique visual appeal and functional benefits.

4. Neck Shape: Martin Custom Guitars also offer different neck shapes and sizes to
choose from, allowing guitar enthusiasts to select the perfect fit for their playing style
and preferences. Some neck shapes include the modified V shape, the low oval shape,
and the high-performance taper shape.

5. Finish: The finish of a guitar can significantly impact its appearance and durability.
Martin Custom Guitars offer various finish options, including gloss, satin, and vintage-
inspired finishes.

By combining these customization options, guitar enthusiasts can create a guitar that perfectly
suits their playing style, preferences, and visual aesthetics. These customizations also add to
the guitar's value and uniqueness, making it a valuable investment for guitar enthusiasts.

Factors to Consider When Choosing a Martin Custom Guitar

If you're considering purchasing a Martin Custom Guitar, there are several factors to consider
to ensure you choose the right guitar for your needs. Below are some important factors to keep
in mind when selecting a Martin Custom Guitar:

Budget

One of the most important factors to consider when choosing a Martin Custom Guitar is your
budget. Martin Custom Guitars are available at a wide range of price points, depending on the
level of customization and quality of materials used. It's important to determine your budget
before beginning your search to ensure you're able to find a guitar that fits your financial
constraints.

Playing Style

Another important factor to consider when selecting a Martin Custom Guitar is your playing
style. Martin Custom Guitars are available in a variety of styles and shapes, each with their own
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unique tonal qualities and playing characteristics. For example, the D-45 is a large-bodied guitar
with a rich, full sound, while the 00-18 is a smaller-bodied guitar with a brighter, more focused
sound. Consider the type of music you play and your preferred playing style when selecting a
Martin Custom Guitar.

Materials

The materials used in a Martin Custom Guitar can greatly impact its tone, playability, and
durability. Consider the types of woods used in the guitar's construction, as well as the quality
and rarity of these woods. Additionally, consider the type and quality of hardware and strings
used in the guitar's construction, as these can also impact the guitar's overall quality and sound.

Customization Options

When selecting a Martin Custom Guitar, consider the level of customization you're interested
in. Martin Custom Guitars offer a wide range of customization options, including wood selection,
inlays, hardware, and more. Determine the level of customization you're interested in and select
a guitar that offers these options.

Personal Preferences

Ultimately, the most important factor to consider when selecting a Martin Custom Guitar is your
own personal preferences. Consider your individual taste in music, style, and aesthetics when
selecting a guitar. Choose a guitar that speaks to you and that you'll be excited to play and
show off.

Reviews and Testimonials from Professional Musicians

Martin Custom Guitars have been the instrument of choice for many professional musicians
across various genres, and their feedback and testimonials can provide valuable insights into
the quality and customization options of these guitars. Here are some reviews and testimonials
from renowned musicians who have used Martin Custom Guitars:

1. Ed Sheeran - Ed Sheeran has been a long-time user of Martin Custom Guitars and has
even collaborated with the brand to create his own signature model, the Martin Ed
Sheeran X Signature Edition. Sheeran has praised the sound and playability of Martin
Custom Guitars, particularly their versatility for various styles of music.

2. Jason Isbell - Jason Isbell, a Grammy-winning singer-songwriter and guitarist, is another
notable user of Martin Custom Guitars. Isbell has praised the quality and craftsmanship
of these guitars, noting that they produce a consistently excellent sound and are built to
last.

3. John Mayer - John Mayer is widely regarded as one of the greatest guitarists of his
generation, and he has used Martin Custom Guitars throughout his career. Mayer has
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noted the unique tone and playability of Martin Custom Guitars, particularly their ability
to produce a warm and rich sound that is perfect for blues and other genres.

4. St. Vincent - St. Vincent, a renowned musician and guitarist, has also used Martin
Custom Guitars in her performances and recordings. St. Vincent has praised the
versatility and customization options of these guitars, noting that they can be tailored to
fit the individual needs of each player.

5. Eric Clapton - Eric Clapton, one of the most influential guitarists in the history of rock
music, has also used Martin Custom Guitars throughout his career. Clapton has praised
the quality and sound of these guitars, particularly their ability to produce a full and rich
tone that is ideal for blues and other styles of music.

Overall, the reviews and testimonials from professional musicians demonstrate the high quality
and versatility of Martin Custom Guitars. These guitars are renowned for their excellent sound,
playability, and customization options, making them a top choice for guitar enthusiasts and
professionals alike.

Comparison with Other Custom Guitar Brands

Martin Custom Guitars are not the only custom guitar brand available in the market. There are
several other brands that offer customization options and high-quality guitars. However, Martin
has been a leader in the guitar industry for over 180 years, and its reputation for quality and
craftsmanship is unmatched by most other brands.

One of the main advantages of choosing Martin Custom Guitars over other brands is the range
of customization options available. Martin offers a wide range of woods, inlays, and hardware
options that allow you to create a truly unique guitar tailored to your specific needs and
preferences.

Another advantage of choosing Martin Custom Guitars is the brand's commitment to
sustainability and environmental responsibility. Martin uses sustainably sourced materials and
has implemented environmentally friendly manufacturing practices to reduce its carbon footprint.

In terms of pricing, Martin Custom Guitars can be more expensive than some other custom
guitar brands. However, the quality and craftsmanship of Martin guitars are worth the
investment. Martin guitars are known for their exceptional sound quality, durability, and long-
term value.

Some other custom guitar brands that you may consider comparing with Martin Custom Guitars
include Gibson Custom Shop, Fender Custom Shop, and PRS Guitars. Each of these brands
offers unique features and customization options, and it's essential to compare them carefully to
find the best option for your needs and budget.
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Ultimately, choosing the right custom guitar brand depends on your personal preferences,
playing style, and budget. It's essential to do your research and consult with experts to make an
informed decision and select a guitar that meets your specific needs and requirements.

Care and Maintenance of Martin Custom Guitars

Proper care and maintenance are essential for ensuring the longevity and optimal performance
of your Martin Custom Guitar. The following are the best practices for caring for and maintaining
your guitar:

1. Keep it clean: Regularly clean the body of the guitar with a soft cloth to remove any dirt,
dust, or fingerprints. Avoid using harsh chemicals or abrasive materials that can damage

                             7 / 10



the finish or hardware of the guitar.

2. Store it properly: When not in use, store your guitar in a cool, dry place away from direct
sunlight and extreme temperatures. Consider using a case or gig bag to protect the
guitar from accidental bumps and scratches.

3. Change strings regularly: Replace the strings of your guitar regularly to ensure optimal
sound quality and playability. How often you should change strings will depend on
factors such as how often you play and the type of strings you use.

4. Check the neck relief: The neck relief, or the amount of bow in the neck of the guitar,
should be checked regularly to ensure proper playability. If the neck relief is too high or
low, it can affect the action of the guitar and cause intonation issues.

5. Adjust the truss rod if necessary: The truss rod, located inside the neck of the guitar, can
be adjusted to correct neck relief issues. If you are unsure how to do this, it is best to
take your guitar to a professional luthier for adjustments.

6. Protect the finish: The finish of your Martin Custom Guitar is vulnerable to scratches,
dings, and other damage. Be careful when handling the guitar, and consider using a
protective finish such as wax or polish to protect the finish from damage.

7. Keep the hardware clean: Clean the hardware of your guitar, including the tuners,
bridge, and pickups, regularly to prevent dirt and grime buildup. Use a soft cloth and a
mild cleaning solution to avoid damaging the hardware.

By following these best practices, you can ensure that your Martin Custom Guitar remains in top
condition and performs optimally for years to come.

Tips for Purchasing Martin Custom Guitars

When it comes to purchasing a Martin Custom Guitar, there are several factors to consider. By
taking the time to research and evaluate your options, you can make an informed decision and
find a guitar that meets your specific needs and preferences. Here are some tips to keep in
mind when purchasing a Martin Custom Guitar:

1. Research Different Models: Martin Custom Guitars come in a variety of models and
styles, each with its unique features and characteristics. Take the time to research the
different models and determine which ones align with your playing style and musical
preferences.

2. Consider Your Budget: Martin Custom Guitars can vary significantly in price depending
on the model and level of customization. It's important to have a budget in mind when
shopping for a guitar to ensure you can afford the guitar you want without overspending.
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3. Consult with Experts: If you're new to the world of custom guitars, it can be helpful to
consult with experts in the field. Guitar shops and experts can provide you with valuable
insights and advice on the best guitars for your needs.

4. Try Out Different Guitars: It's important to try out different Martin Custom Guitars to
find one that feels comfortable and meets your needs. Don't be afraid to test out different
models and styles to ensure you find the right one for you.

5. Consider Your Playing Style: Your playing style can impact the type of guitar that's best
for you. For example, if you prefer fingerpicking, you may want to choose a guitar with a
smaller body size and a lighter string gauge. On the other hand, if you prefer strumming,
you may want a guitar with a larger body size and heavier strings.

6. Look for Quality Materials: The materials used to build a guitar can impact its sound
quality and longevity. Look for guitars made with high-quality woods and hardware to
ensure the best possible sound and durability.

7. Consider Customization Options: Martin Custom Guitars offer a range of customization
options, from wood selection to inlays and hardware. Consider the customization options
available and determine which ones align with your preferences and needs.

By keeping these tips in mind, you can find the perfect Martin Custom Guitar for your needs and
preferences. Remember to take your time, do your research, and consult with experts to ensure
you make an informed decision.
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Conclusion

Martin Custom Guitars are renowned for their quality, versatility, and customization options.
From the unique features and specifications to the top models in the market, there is no doubt
that Martin Custom Guitars are a great investment for guitar enthusiasts who value quality and
customization.

In this guide, we have covered the most important aspects of Martin Custom Guitars, from the
factors that make them unique to the top models and customization options available. We have
also discussed the different factors to consider when selecting a Martin Custom Guitar, such as
budget, playing style, and personal preferences.

We have also explored feedback and testimonials from renowned musicians who have used
Martin Custom Guitars, and provided tips and recommendations for purchasing and maintaining
these guitars. By following these tips and considering these factors, you can make an informed
decision when investing in a Martin Custom Guitar that meets your needs and preferences.

Overall, Martin Custom Guitars are a valuable investment for any guitar enthusiast looking to
enhance their playing experience and showcase their unique style. With the right customization
options and care, these guitars can provide a lifetime of enjoyment and musical expression.
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